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Resource use efficiency of bitter gourd in Konkan
region (M.S.)
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ABSTRACT : Resource use efficiency of production of bitter gourd (Momordica charantia
L.) in Konkan region (M.S.) was undertaken with a cross sectional sample of 120 bitter gourd
cultivators. The per hectare physical input utilization indicated that, the proportion of family
labour days was more (53.50%) than hired labour days (46.00%) with per hectare average of
267.84 labour days. Regarding other inputs Rs.5045.00 of supporting and shading materials,
148.90 kg N, 116.60 kg P

2
O

5
, 19.88 kg K

2
O, 34.58 q FYM, 637.07 kg mulching materials, and

netting materials Rs.1242.40 wire and Rs.1200.00 net and 13.40 hrs/ha of machine labour were
used. The Cobb-Doug production function analysis revealed that, the intensive use of seed
(kg), fertilizers (kg), irrigation (hrs) and supporting materials had positive and significant influence
on production. The co-efficient of determination (R2) indicated that 86.00 per cent variation in
bitter gourd production. The functional analysis indicated to reallocate available resources to
increase the profit from cultivation of bitter gourd by proper management of available resources
and given technology.
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